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An annual conference of conference 
presidents has become a ‘fixture in the 
Southern States Mission and has come to 
be re as a time of refreshing and 
one of the leading events in each year’s 
history of the Master’s work in the South. 

It — the pur — these 5 
to review carefully the prospects and pro- 
gress of the Gospel in every part of the 
Mission, to devise ways and means, 
the best uniform methods of preaching and 
publishing the Gospel, and by mingling in 
each other’s society to become more firmly 
cemented in the bonds of brothe 
thus tending to deeper interest in promot- 
ing peace on earth, good will to man. 

Unaualified success attended the second 
annual conference of conference presidents 
held in this city February 17th and 18th. 
All who were fortunatte enough to be pres- 
ent at the meetings and deliberations of 
the presiding elders in the Southern 
States Mission on these dates went away 
filled with the fruits of the spirit. brist- 
ling with ideas and plans for future work 
and determined to push on in the cause 
of truth with renewed vigor. 


Sociallv the meeting together of these 


sons of Zion, as in all conferences, was a 


rare treat, an oasis in missionary experi- 


ence. and the men who are the generals 
on the “firing line” vied with each other 
in brotherly affection. A trolley ride over 
the electric lines of Chattanooga, visiting 
points of historic interest. had been sched- 
uled as the special social feature of the 
conference, but inclement weather caused 
this project to be abandoned and instead 
an old-fashioned “hand-shake” took place 
at the home of the office force at head- 
auarters. It was a royal good time, 
due largely to the excellent manage- 
ment of Sisters Rich and Hyldahl. 
The verv a re to e?avor 
of the breezes that blow from Teton 
Peaks, the vallevs of the Wahsatch, and 
the meras of the Gila, and for several 
hours Dixie's woods. plantations and 
whole-souled hospitality save wav to the 
snow tipned monntains. the fruitful vales 
and the happy homes in the West. I 
memories of “refused entertainment.” 
“the straight forward big dirt road.“ “the 
friendly dry-goods box—the street corner 
pulpit,” and the scoffa and cold indiffer- 
ence of the multitude, were over two 
thousand miles awav and renlaced bv the 
delicacies of a genuine homelike lovefeast. 
In addition to the elders nresent, Sisters 
Nina Rich and Allie Hyldahl, we were 
also favored at this home gathering with 
the presence of two Chattaronea ladies. 
Mrs. Cantrell and her sister Miss Minvie 


absent ones that are declarin 
tidings of 


and The first number of the evening’s 


rhood, 


The H. Elton. Chattanooga. 


Crow. To see some “Mormon” ladies, the 
real article from Zion, made every. heart 
glad and no doubt inspired dreams of dear 
mothers, wives, sisters and sweethearts, 
far away in the Western highlands, 
who every day petition for Heaven’s rar- 
est flowers to strew the pathway of the 
t joy to th —1.— 
great joy e 
of the South. 
pro- 
gram was given by President Rich. He 
said the old mission house never gave a 
warmer welcome and extended to his 
honored guests a wandering commission 
with the authority to devour all the good 
things for the gratification of the inner 
man that came in their way. It is hardly 
necessary to say the commission was exe- 
cuted throughout the evening in “past 
master” fashion. After this introduction 
everybody indulged in a handshake, then 
came an impromptu program, a feast of 
fruits and kindred things, after which 
some of the old songs by all present,. closed 
the evening’s enjoyment. 


The Conference. 


The deliberations and meetings of the 
conference were held in the Congregation- 
al Hall, located on the principal business 
street, spacious and comfortable. The 
first session was held at 10 a. m., on the 
17th, Pres. Ben . Rich, presiding. 
Singing, “Ye Who are Called to Labor,“ 

yer. Pres. Sylvester Low, Jr. Sing- 
ing, “Now Let us Rejoice in the Day of 
Salvation.” The roll call showed that all 
the conference presidents were in attend- 
ance, as follows: Thos. H. Humpherys, 
North Alabama: David A. Broadbent, 
East Kentucky: Osmer D. Flake. Missis- 
sippi; Geo. BE. Maycock. Ohio: Heber 8. 
Olsen, Virginia; B. F. Price, Kentuckv: 
John Peterson. Bast Tennessee: W. D. 


Rencher, Geo : C. G. Parker, Florida: 


J. Urban Allred. Middle Tennessee: J. M. 
Haws. North Carolina; Sylvester Low, 
Jr., South Carolina; J. N. Miller, 
Louisiana; W. H. Bovle, South Alabama: 
L. M. Terrv. North Kentucky. and David 


present Eiders Geo. W. 
da, to succeed President Parker: G. M. 
Georgia. to succeed President 
W. W. Mackav. East Kentucky, 
President Broadbent. and H. 
L. Pomroy to succeed President Peterson, 
a number of visiting elders and the breth- 
ren laboring in the office. In all 42 
ers were in attendance. 
President Rich welcomed the brethren 


present and spoke of the disappointment 
in not having one or more of the Twelve 


CONFERENCE OF CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 


Apostles with us as expected. In inaugu- 
rating these conferences it was hoped 
some of the Apostles would be present to 
instruct and counsel us in our. work. 
Hereafter the conference of presidents 
will be held before the regular confer- 
ences. The prime object in meeting to- 
gether was to inject new blood into our 
work by exchanging ideas and thereby 
avoid getting into ruts and improve our 
system of work. 

In appointing conference presidents, no 
"gehen would be followed and it had 

n thought a good plan to often select, 
hereafter, elders from some other confer- 
ence to fill these positions. 

President Rich made a concise 
of the Star and of the work in the Mis- 
sion which showed that progress was be- 
ing made. Announced the program for 
the conference as follows: 2 p. m., n- 
sel and General Instructions; 4 to i 
m., Private Consultation, and 7 p. m. a 
special meeting of the presidents to dis- 
cuss methods, make recommendations and 
formulate questions on which explana- 
tions were wanted. On Sunday à fast 
meeting would be held at the Mission resi- 
dence at 10 a. m. A public meeting at 
the hall at 2:30 p. m., and the remainder 
of the day after that to counsel. 

Pres. L. R. Anderson made some ex- 
Dilanation of railroad conditions, and 
Pres. Christo Hyldahl showed the finan- 
cial condition of what 
was necessary to keep up this help to our 
work, which closed the morning session. 

Singing and benediction. 


Afternoon Session, 2 p. m. 


David A. the 
opening prayer, congregational singing. 
being indulged in before and after the 
same. The entire time was occupied by 
President Rich, who gave some valuable 
counsel. Elders should not make ma- 
chines of. themselves and do a thing sim- 
ply because others did it. Let them 
make thinkers of themselves. In preach- 
ing they should preach the first 5 
of the Gospel and not the mysteries of 
godliness, but confining themselves to the 


rt 


| first principles would not prevent them 


declaring the restoration of the Gospel 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. Sal- 
vation for the dead and other deep sub- 
jects are pearls and should not be indis- 
criminately thrown before those who are 
of the world and cannot understand the 
principles leading up to these beautiful 
subjects. 

In obedience with divine command El- 
ders must not travel with monev in their 
pockets, and depend upon the same. 
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There was no need for money in the coun- 
try. In the working of cities where the 
laws prevented us from asking for food 
or entertainment, and it was a fight for 
bread, then only could provision be made 
by the Elders for food and lodging so they 
could carry on their work. This would 
still be making the Gospel free ay 2 
tention of Christ in sending out His 
enties), and going withott purse or script 
if relatives or friends at home payed 
necessary expenses. But this must only 
be done when conditions make it una- 
voidable and a for the pro- 
gress of the work. 

Conference Presidents should take up 
the special letter of last 8 on Tithing, 
Sacrament, and other subjects and bring 
it to the attention of their Conference, 
and if necessary go through their Con- 
ference again. 

We are not ungrateful for the loyal 
support given us in the past, but do not 
allow your Conference to get slack in 
1 books and tracts. We are do- 
ing an injury to an Elder when he is not 

ushed. Wisdom in all things, but El- 

ers who are pushed most develop fast- 
est and Conference Presidents who push 


have the Elders to develop. When you. 


have a dull scythe you put the whet- 


stone on it and sharpen it up, and you 
are the whetstones to put an edge on 


your Elders when they get dull. 


Singing: Benediction, President C. 
Hyldahl. 


The Sunday Services. | 


At the Fast meeting on Sunday morn- 
ing at the Mission residence the sacra- 
ment was administered and thirty-nine 
persons bore their testimony to the res- 
toration and truthfulness of the Gospel. 
The Spirit of God was plainly manifest 
and the sweet spirit of peace pervaded 
the meeting. » 

The public service in the afternoon 
was fairly well attended and was made 
up of four short addresses by Elders 
Jeddie Stokes, Ben L. Rich, son of Pres- 
ident Rich, David H. Elton and William 
T. Davis, all of whom spoke with free- 
dom upon the message they bore to the 
world. Each said, in part, as follows: 


Elder Jeddie Stokes. 


“In all ages of the world, when the 
Gospel or a substitute thereof has been 
upon the earth, it has been taught to 
the people by men whom God authorized 
and filled with revelation and inspiration. 

‘In the whole Biblical record, all the 
counsel, all the instruction, all the laws 
and the precepts that have been given 
for the advancement of the human fam- 
ily have come from God through the 
medium of inspiration and revelation. and 
this avenue of divine favor was closed 


only when the people were guilty of diso- 


bedience and ungodliness. 

“Communication with God is just as 
essential for the development of the hu- 
man family as parental admonition is for 
the betterment of the little child. 

„Jet us reason for a moment. What 
is the fundamental principle upon which 
depends the success of a man’s family— 
that makes his children useful, intelli- 
gent, cautious, obedient and good? For 
example we will suppose that the father 
is himself a worthy and.a noble man, 
having all the traits of purity and good- 
ness that mortality can claim; now, aside 
from the influence of his own perfection. 
what principle must he establish and 
maintain between his children if he would 
have those children grow up to be on an 
equality with himself? I answer that he 
must establish and maintain the principle 
of instructive and directive communica- 
tion between himself and his children. 
How can the father expect these children 
to become morally, physically and intel- 
lectually develoned, if he stubbornly re- 
fuses to teach them these laws? The sa- 


red obligations of parenthood and father- 


hood demand that he do his duty by his 


inkants—that he teach them and that he 


advise them each day of his life: and the 
moment that he turns a deaf ear to their 
wants and withdraws the support of his 
guiding hand, just that moment does he 
sacrifice the name of father and the sne- 
cess of his children, and as a result his 


family will sink into disobedience, ignor- 
ance, corruption and sin; and most truly 
pin were 0 
certain tr 0 ness, very ac- 
tions toward his children would declare 
him absolutely void of love, of merey and 
of justice. 
„All fathers realize that, if they would 
have noble children, they must teach 
them to that end, and as the little ones 
grow, their environments change and 
their demands 1 which necessi- 
tates new counsel, which will meet their 
requirements and be applicable to their 
condition. It would be unwise, unchar- 
itable, yea, it would be even foolish, for 
any parent to simply write out a few 
rules and instructions and place them in 
the hands of his infant babe with the 


close my mouth and deafen my ears 
against you; thenceforth forever you 
must ask me nothing, no matter what 
obstacles of perplexty may confront you, 
no matter what your adversities may 
be or what your requirements are, for I 


am done with you; but still, my son, I 


demand of you to be virtuous and good, 
intelligent and true, even to the surpass- 
ing of your fellow-men.’ | 

The possession of such a dead letter’ 
would be a poor guide indeed, and then 
imagine the final deplorable outcome of 
innumerable generations if this volume 


contained the ‘fullness’ of their counsel, 


advice and direction, and m8 were re- 
stricted alone to that. And how much 
of that book’s contents which had been 
given to one single individual, and under 
environments liar to himself, do you 
suppose the multitude could utilize advan- 
tageously to themselves? I leave you to 
conclude. 

Just as it is with our families, so also 
it is with the at family of God. We 
are all the children of God, Acts 17:29, 
and He has commanded us through Jesus 
of Nazareth to be perfect even as our 
Father in heaven is perfect, 

To attain to this advancement we 
must know how it is done. We need 
daily counsel and admonition, and with- 
out it it is absolutely impossible to reach 
the destiny of perfection. Hence the 
fundamental principle upon which de- 
pends the success of God’s family is His 
mutual communication with them. We 
call a father’s communication to his 
children instruction, we call God’s com- 
munication to His children revelation, 
and this principle of instruction, 
from the learned to the unlearned, from 
the superior to the inferior, from father 
to son, from God to His infants upon 
earth—whom we all are—upon this prin- 
ciple depends the development of the 


human family and the perfection of the 


children of God. So from the standpoint 
of reason we must conclude that we need 
more revelation from God, for the Bible, 
notwithstanding its truthfulness and its 
divinity, is not sufficient for us today. 
What have we to do with going to Da- 
mascus—to preaching to the tes, 
building an ark, etc.? We can’t apoly 
these divine commands to us, because we 
are not Pauls, Jonahs or Noahs in this 
sense. If time would permit, the voice 
of Scripture on this point could be heard 
to concur with Reason in declaring the 
fact we need living revelation for our 


ruidance.”’ 
Elder Ben L. Rich, Son of President 
Rich. 


Po bear my testimony to the divinity of 
Mormonism certainly gives me happiness. 
I thoroughly realize the unnopularity of our 
cause. But if Mormonism be founded upon 
3 of truth, what matters it whether 
he winds of opposition blow and whine? 
Every reformation has met with unpopt- 
larity: every reformer has been persecuted. 
and it seems the extent in greatness of a 
reformation among men is measured by the 
extent of opposition which it invokes. 

**Mormoniem is no exception to the rule. 
It follows the examples made by truth in 
former ages. I say Mormonism is beautiful: 
it is progressive: it is everything which en- 
nobles and purifies when seen as it is and 
judged from an impartial standpoint. 

Upon her face and clear brow her ene- 
mies have put a hideous mask, and in that 
guise they exhibit her to the ridicule of an 


eer ey | ulace, just as Christ was 
treated 1, 2 when he was crowne( 
with thorns and robed in a cloak of scarlet, 
and, thus a exhibited to the taunts 
of a fickle‘an howling rabble. - 

“The prince of darkness is enthroned in 
this world of ours. Men are his servants, to 
whom .they dedicate and consecrate their 
and souls, makes 

8 appearance in his kingdom, ent 
wile its destructi 


And men are just as eager in executing | 
his mandates as was the soldiery of Herod 
when that wicked potentate decreed the de- 
struction of the babe of Bethlehem.” 

President David H. Elton. 


We have listened to the voice of Rea- 
son on the principle of revelation, and | 
rejoice in the opp nity of holding up 
to your view the plain declarations of 
Scripture on this same nt. 

How a man can profess to be a min- 
ister of God and at the same time rob 
God of the right to dictate what he shall 
teach is an incomprehensibility to me. 
How they can teach mankind the per- 
sonality of God—His will, and all that 
porta to godliness, and not receive any 

irections or advice from Him above, is 
10.22 a perplexity, for God, said, Luke 
10: ‘that no man knoweth who the Son 
is but the Father; and who the Father 
is but the Son and he to whom the son 
will reveal Him.’ ‘And this is life eternal 
to know thee, the only true God and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent,’ are 
the words of John 17:3. Now if this 
is life eternal—to know God.and His be- 
loved Son, and if we can’t know them 
but by revelation, how dare a man even 
make the assertion that we need no rev- 
elation to gain eternal life? 2 

„Again, Paul declares, 1 Cor. 12:3. 
that no man can aay that Jesus is the 
Christ but oy the Holy Ghost.’ The true 
servant of God will not tell you of Jesus 
alone, but by the Spirit of God by which 
alone he can know the Son of our Mas- 
ter, he will make you acquainted with 
Him. And if he bears a testimony 
strengthened by knowledge of Jesus he 
bears the spirit of prophecy—for John 
says, Rev. 19:10, that ‘the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,’ which by 
its very nature is a medium of revelation 
from In the face of these plain 
facts I cannot see how a minister can with 
consistency tell the people that revela- 
tion is done away; nor can I see how he 
can convince the people that they as 
Saints of need no revelation. For 
on the wat 5 of Pentecost the Holy Ghost 
was promised to all who obeyed the Gos- 
pel, and those who obeyed the Gospel 
then received that spirit which leads. and 
guides into all truth, and ‘bears witness 
with our pig that we are the children 
of God,’ m. 8:16. This Spirit of God 
was a poet of the Gospel 1900 years ago, 
and if it was then, and God is unchange- 
able, it must be today, and we bear tes- 
timony that it is. And this is not all. 
Moses says, Would to God that all the 
Lord's Looe were prophets.’ Solomon 
says, ‘Where there is no vision the people 
perish,” while Amos declares that ‘surely 
the Lord God will do nothing, but He 
revealeth His secrets unto His servants 
the prophets.’ | 

My time is limited, so I will leave von 
to ponder upon these few remarks, which 
I hope you will strive to know asI know 
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is true 
and has been again restored to earth, bv 
which the channel of communication with. 

is opened and used today for the 
a of God's kingdom in the 
earth. 


| Elder W. T. Davis. 

“The only aim that the Elders of Israel 
have in leaving their fathers, mothers. 
brothers, sisters and all that is most dear 
to them by ties of kindred and affection. 
is to better their fellow-man. They be- 
lieve, in fact, know, as did Peter, Paul 
and the early Saints. that the messace 
they bring is precisely the same as the 
one designated by Paul as being the 
‘power of God unto salvation’ unto all 
those who will accept it and ever live 
in obedience to the same. The promise 
made by the Master, ‘If you will do the 


| 
i 
| strict command, ‘take this, son; this is 
vour guide through all your life. I now 
i 
7 
a 
s 
e 4 


ance of evil should be 3 an 
a 


one Gos 


will you shall know of the doctrine,’ has 
been fulfilled on their heads, and with 
this perfect knowledge of what their 
mission is they go forth as the apostles 
of old with the same message, traveling 
as Jesus commanded, two by two, with- 
out money, without food, and lodging 
only as the rd brings friends to pro- 
vide for them. They have sought and 
found the pearl of at price, the faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, 
hence they go forth brave as lions, but 
meek and humbie before their Maker. 
They are not unlike the early Christians, 
who, rather than to deny God’s truth, 
would be torn to pieces on racks, fed to 
wild animals, burned at the stake and 
in furna martyred in every way, all 
for the testimony of Jesus. 

The Mormon Elders are bringing to 
you the same tidings that were so bit- 
terly opposed in the days of Christ, and 
they are meeting with the same opposi- 
tion. 

“Let me assure you that there is not 
an Elder who would even harm a hair of 
your head. The only object they enter- 
tain is the salvation of the human fam- 
ily. They teach that even the a peer. 

t 
obedience to the Gospel, pure, 
— and upright life ever afterwards, 
will bring eternal life; that there is but 
and one mediator between 
God and man, and whosoever tries to 
climb up in any other way shall be count- 
ed a thief a robber. It is further 
taught that ‘man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God;’ that ‘where 
there is no vision the people perish;’ that 
the Lord will do nothing save He reveals 
His secrets unto His servants the proph- 
ets:' in fact, all truth, whether religious, 
scientific or whatsoever it might be, is 
for the salvation of man and is included 
in the great saving age 

“Judge the Elders their fruits, eom- 
pare the doctrine with your Bible, and 
receive with meekness the 
by the Latter-day Saints, which is the 

unto salvation.’ It is our 


‘power of God 
the kingdom of God, 


object to seek first 


to save ourselves, and to count no sacri- the M 


fice too great to make for the salvation 
of the souls of man.“ 

A quartetet composed of Elders Stoke 
Parker, Bilton and Summerhays rende 
some sweet music. 

President Rich announced that there 
would be preaching every Sunday in the 


- Congregational Hall, to which all were 


invited. 


There has been some adverse criticism 


on the following passage from the Book 
of Mormon: 


“And it came to pass that after he 
(Coriantumr) had smote off the head of 
Shiz, that Shiz raised upon his hands and 
fell; and after that he had struggled for 
breath, he died.“ (Book of Ether, 15:31.) 

It is claimed that the rising on the 
— after decapitation is an impossi- 

ility. 

The following from a dispatch to the 
Liverpool Daily Post of Feb. 1, 1900, 
on the occasion of the seizure of Spion 
Kop, in Natal, should effectually silence 
all criticism on that passage: 

“There was an extraordinary incident 
in Wednesday’s battle. One of the Lan- 
caster men, while in the act of firing in 
i prone position, had his head taken 
clean off by a large shell. To the aston- 


ishment of his comrades, the headless 


body quietly rose, stood upright for a 
seconds, and then fell.“ —Millennial 
ar. 


Each man can learn something from 
his neighbor; at least he can learn to 
have patience with him—to live and let 
live.—Kingsley. 


If people were constant it would sur- 
prise me. For see, is not everything in 
the world subject to change? Why then 
should our affections continue?—Goethe. 
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THE DARK AGES. 


By A. ARROWSMITH. 
(Continued from page 104.) 


The eleventh century produced a very 
notable Pontiff by the name of Gregory, 
the Seventh, a very arrogant man, who 
would not stand op on from any po- 
on earth. your ag = 

ous, sagaci y and interp 

Pontiff Rome 1 He desired the 
Whole world to bow in submission to his 
supreme power, issuing laws against si- 
mony and concubinage, all 
priests to live the lives of celebates. He 
took all rights from rulers, both civil and 
ecclesiastical, investing all authority with- 
in himself. 

The emperor, Henry the Fourth, of Ger- 
many, had the audacity to practice si- 
mony, or the selling of church offices with- 

his realm, thus rebelling against the 
mandates of Pope Gregory for which he 
was compelled to beg lution in tears. 
It is stated that he stood three s bare- 
footed in the snow, seeking the clemency 
and forgiveness of Gregory, who 
and derided this obsequious, abject mon- 
arch. Seven years later Henry succeeded 
in driving Gregory from the papal chair, 
after great wars and woodshed, enthron- 
ing the Pope Clement, the Third, in his 
place. 

The great religious crusades started at 
this period. Pope Gregory, the Seven 
organized armies to invade Palestine an 
drive out the Saracens, but his quarrel 
with the Emperor Henry stop him 
from carrying out his project. In 1093, 
the renown Peter, the Hermit, com- 
menced oe throughout Europe, in- 
citing all Christians to this Holy war. 
He was a very fanatica] character, but 
had power to sway the multitudes, and 
through his appeals, which were supposed 
to be tempered with divine approval, suc- 
ceeded in gaining thousands o 
He exhibited a letter, which he claimed 
to have received from Heaven, sanction- 
ing these bloody wars. Thousands flock- 
ed to him, dr ine their services and 
advancing to this, the first, crusade against 
ahometans. The approval, sanction 
and blessing of the Pope, Urban the 
ond, was given to all who would swear 
fealty to the Christian cause and work 
to suppress and destroy the baneful in- 
fluence of Mahometanism. Monks, art- 
ists, laborers, tradesmen, merchants, boys. 
girls, slaves, malefactors, prostitutes and 
profligates of every — 7 — were band- 
ed together to drive from Palestine the 
followers of Mahomet, who were sup 
to be desecratine the land made holy by 
Jesus and the early saints. This mob, 
under the guidance of Peter the Hermi 
were without the least martial law an 
order so necessary to military bodies 
consequently failed in their expedition. 
The majority of these eleventh century 
mobocrats had no particular religious de- 
sire to tify, the chief aim being 
eee evastation and spoil. Bighteen 

undred thousand started in sections, un- 
der different commanders, leaving a track 
of rapine and ruin in their course. How- 
ever thousands of them were slain for 
their temerity. 

A band of 80,000 Normans, who ex- 
celled in military skill and display, was 
raised in France. These were led by very 
able commanders and conducted a fine 
campaign under Godfrey. The _ idiotic 
rabble under Peter the Hermit, was sig- 
nally defeated and cut to pieces by the 
Saracens under the renowned warrior 
Soliman. This dispute as to the owner- 
ship of the land of Palestine engaged the 
attention of all Durope who were en- 
thused with religious zeal and fanaticism. 
Princes and dukes mortgaged their 
sessions and enlisted in these wars 
were conducted in the name of religion 
under the full approval of the Pope. This 
filled the people with a fervid desire to 
exce] in making sacrifices. They willed 
their property to the church, clothed 
themselves in coats mail an 
were even ay Me ve their lives for 
this misnomer, ristianity. Thus were 


they made fanatics of by their religious 


followers. | death 


infatuation. Prince Robert, the son of 
William the Conquerer, mo his 
Dutchy his vast possessions in Nor- 

to his brother William (Rufus) 


mandy 
that he = defray the expense of 
equipping soldiery to fight in Palestine. 


any wealthy land owners gave up their 
possessions, expecting to lay down their 
lives if necessary, in this cause. In con- 
sequence the church was greatly enriched. 
Palestine was finally subdued and Jeru- 
salem taken by Godfrey. The rabble dis- 
persed returned home as glorious warriors 
of the cross, laden with relics of sup- 
posed sacred things which were adored 
and worshipped. by the ignorant and su- 
perstitious wretches. 

This was particularly marked 
for its display of ignorance, frenzy and 
fanatical superstition. Religious bigots 
have been known in all ages, but I think 
at this time liberty and truth were as 
little known and practiced as at any pre- 
vious time in the history of the world. 

The Roman Catholies would not tolerate 

anything that conflicted with their ego- 

tistical notions, and the Mahometans and 

Christians equally believed in exterminat- 

ing each other to gratify their ambitious \ 
bigotry. This practice has been looked 

upon with much leniency in the past as 

it invariably appears in the guise of re- 

ligion. The ormers in the sixteenth 

century were led by the same religious 

fervor. Luther in his great argument 

with Zwingli on the sacrement rite, be- 

lieving in the Roman Catholic — 
transubstantiation, exhibited his stubborn 

bigoted spirit when he declared that he 

would not accept common sense, carnal 

arguments or mathematical proofs. It 

was the same intoleration that suppressed 

truth as taught by Bruno, Copernicus and 

Galileo, burning the one and torturing the 

other. John Calvin, the noted founder of 

much modern sectarianism, by his bigoted 

wickedness, burnt Michael Servetus to 

by a slow fire because he had the 4 
temerity to question the trinity of the 
Godhead, not being able to comprehend 

the beauties in the absurd and fallacious 

ideas of the three in one theory. Through- 
out all ages, when truth has been intro- 
duced, it has met much opposition from 
religious bigotry. In late years Jenner 
the discoverer of vaccination barely es- 
caped with his life. Simpson, the Scotch 
physician, the discoverer of anasthetics. 
only fifty-three years ago, was denounced 
throughout Europe and America by lead- 
ing Protestant ministers. Not many years 
have elapsed since geology was denounced 
as being not a science but a dark art, in- 
troduced by the devil in confliction to the 
testimony of the divine record. Religious 
bigots started the fires in Smithfield and 
with their narrow and contracted views 
have ever been exceedingly cruel, burning, 
driving. mobbing and ill treating all who 
opposed them, or had views that con- 
flicted with theirs. 

At the head and in the van of the mobs 
raised against the Latter Day Saints, as 
against the former day saints, we find the 
same divine (?) pharisaical, long faced, 
religious hypocrites, who are just as readv 
to cry “crucify Him, burn him,” and with 
blood and fire gratify their insatiable lust 
for power, with the sword and not with 
the peaceful weapons of reason and truth 
which Jesus, whom they pretend to follow, 
taught them. Is it not true that the 
bloody wars in the past and present can 
almost invariably be laid to this vile spirit 
of bigotry and intoleration? 

In this century, among the Roman 
Catholics, the people had a peculiar mania 
for torturing their own bodies and inflict- 
ing penalties on each other. D’Aubigne 
states that in Italy “nobles and peasants, 
old and young, even children of five years 


ch: of age whose only covering was a cloth 


tied around the middle went in pairs by 
the thoueands to church during the depth 
of winter and armed with whivs, flogged 
and scourged each other without pity. 
the streets resounding with groans and 
cries from the poor ignorant sufferers.” 
Such was the terrible condition of Christi- 
anity in the eleventh centurv. 

(To be continued.) 
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Subscribers to the Star changing their 
address should send former as well as 
new address. 


A man who gives his children habits of 
industry, provides for them better than 
by giving them a fortune. 


At the special meeting of the Confer- 
ence Presidents, among other things of 
importance, a letter was drafted to be 
sent to the Presidents of Stakes and 
Bishops of Wards in Zion, setting forth 
some recommendations for Elders coming 
to the south. 


An exchange gets off this note: “If 
men are the salt of the earth, women 
are undoubtedly sugar. Salt is a neces- 
sity—sugar a luxury. Vicious men are 
saltpeter, stern men are rock salt, nice 
men are table salt. Old maids are brown 
sugar, good matrons are loaf sugar and 
pretty girls are fine pulverized sugar.” 
Pass the pulverized sugar, please. 


DECLINE OF THE TRIBUNE. 


The Salt Lake Tribune, in its issue of 
February 14th, editorially defends the 
wholesale libeling of the “Mormon” peo- 
ple, in this city, by a pretended meek 
and lowly follower of the Lamb, Edgar 
E. Folk, and tells a deliberate falsehood 
to do it. The Tribune quotes from Pres- 
indent Rich’s interview, published in the 
Chattanooga News of January 24th and 


| reproduced later in the Star, in answer 


to Folk’s tirade, from the First Baptist 
pulpit of Chattanooga, and published in 
the Chattanooga News of January 22d. 
Then to accomplish its nefarious purpose 
of hoodwinking its readers, it quotes 
from Folk’s article in the Chattanooga 
News of January 31st, a week after the 
reply quoted from, and says: “It was 
for the above that Ben Rich waxed 
wroth and asked, ‘Suppose a Mormon 
Elder was to malign and make such 


statements about any people in the south 
as Mr. Folk made about my people, how“ 


long would it be before that Elder would 
be dangling at the end of a rope?“ The 
fact of the matter is that the article 
quoted by the Tribune was not placed 
before the public here by Folk until after 
President Rich had replied to the infa- 
mous utterances of the Reverend in the 
First Baptist pulpit, of this city, and 
what caused “Ben Rich“ to rise up in 
righteous indignation was such base and 
wholesale lies that the most bitter enemy 
of “Mormonism,” his Satanic Majesty, 
must have blushed with shame. 
wonder if the Tribune read the report of 
Folk’s abuse, or, if it did, has it sunk so 
low as to sanction and defend such state- 
ments about honest, respected, virtuous 
“‘Mormon”’ men and women, as the fol- 
lowing: That in one county only 2 per 
cent. of the marriages were not forced.” 
“In one city of about 3,000 there have 
been no marriages for two years that 
were not forced.” “If you were to hang 
a petticoat on a bush half a dozen Mor- 
mons would immediately make for it,“ 
and “how old men bargained for and 
married girls 12 and 15 years old, be- 
cause girls of marriageable age were not 
to be found.” 


It will be remembered that Folk went 
to Utah to learn for himself of condi- 
tions there—to know the truth, and, 
after a flying trip of two weeks he comes 
back and parades such rot as this before 
the public, declaring under the cloak of 
religion, like other hypocrites of the same 
ilk, that that is the way he found things 
among the “Mormons” in Utah. It is 
safe to say Folk never had any more in- 
tention of telling the truth when he came 
back from Utah than he has of hearing 
and obeying the voice of God, unless the 
almighty dollar is made a part of the 
contract. 

Rev. (7) Folk’s tirade was so disgust- 
ing that ladies of his own congregation 
left the building in disgust, and before 
the News would publish a report of the 
sensational effusion the manuscript was 
submitted to attorneys and the greater 
part stricken out on account of so much 
that was wholesale libel on its face. It 
is a wonder that any decent people re- 
mained to hear him through, and any 
public journal who defends such putrid 
untruths about respectable people is a 


foul blot on the community and a menace 


to the good government and progress of 
the state. Has the Tribune come to this? 

If a “Mormon” Apostle were to say, 
from the pulpit in the Tabernacle that 
98 per cent. of the Gentile women were 
void of virtue; that if you should hang 
a woman’s petticoat on a bush half a 
dozen of the leading Gentiles of Utah | 


We 


would rush for it, and then should con- 
tinue his remarks in such indecent lan- 
that Mormon' ladies would 
leave the builumg in disgust; if on its 
face his discourse was so libelous that it 
was found necessary to go through the 
hands of attorneys before even the Des- 
eret News would publish the same; and 
if prejudice existed in Utah against Gen- 
tiles as it does against Mormons' in 
the world, and courts of justice, and 
newspapers were not inclined to be fair, 
what punishment would the Tribune 
Te to be meted out to the Apos- 
e 
There was a time when P. H. Lannan 
was filled with enough honor that he 
could afford to be fair even to an enemy: 
upon one occasion he refused to allow 
the wife of his avowed enemy to give him 
information of a damaging character, 
and gallantly informed the woman prof- 
fering such testimony that he could not 
accept it from the home of him whom he 
despised, and advised the would-be in- 
formant to go to her husband’s friends 
and not to his enemy with such informa- 
tion. Those who knew P. H. Lannan 
best admired him most for many hon- 
orable acts of this kind. eet 
We are surprised that Lannan, if he 
still retains his old-time honor, would 
allow the columns of his paper to be- 
come the defender of a man who made 
such a wholesale attack upon the virtue 
of the “Mormon” ladies of Utah as 


did Rev. Folk. If Judge Good- 
win, with his old-time big-hearted- 
ness, had witnessed the delivery 


of that tirade of blackguardism, and 
could have seen respectable ladies leave 
the church in disgust, we believe he 
would have hesitated before his anxiety 
to defend a slanderer would have caused 
him to utter such a deliberate false- 
hood as he did in his issue of 
Feb. 14th, by selecting a portion 
of a communication given Jan. 3lst 
and saying this was the cause of 
Ben Rich’s interview, which appeared 
in print Jan. 24th, and in which Mr. 
Rich declared that if a Mormon“ Elder 
had delivered such a nasty, indecent, 
contemptible assault upon any people, in 
the south, it would not be long before 
that Elder would be dangling at the end 
of a rope. If Goodwin still retained the 
high-toned dignity he once possessed, 
when he gave notice that he would re- 
sign from the editorial chair of the Salt 
Lake Tribune if that paper could not 
adopt a more dignified crusade against 
the Mormon leaders than by referring 
to some of them as the “one-eyed pirate 
of the Wahsatch,” he would not now be 
calling people blackguards as an excuse 
for opening his editorial columns in de- 
fence of a blackguard. If Lannan had 
Goodwin of a few years ago could have 


been present and listened to the filth 


belched forth by Folk’s slimy mouth, 
they would have done just as some other 
respectable people did do, “got up and 
left.“ But perhaps Lannan and Goodwin 
of years gone by are dead. 
In conclusion, can it be possible that 
the Tribune has sunk so low that they 
actually furnished Folk with his muck, 
and are now forced to defend him in or- 
der to screen themselves? 


Find fault, if you must find fault, in 
private, if possible, and some time after 
the offense, rather than at the time.— 
Sydney Smith. 


Do the duty that lies nearest to you. 
Every duty which is hidden to wait re- 
turns with fresh duties at its back.— 


Kingsley. 
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the atonement of Christ, all 
mankind may be by lence te the laws and ordi- 
nances of the Gospel. 
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the Gospel are: Jesus Christ; second, 
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to the peopel and administer in the ordi- 
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History of the Southern · States Mission. 
(Continued from page 101.) 
September, 1895— 

the evening of the 5th inst. Elders 
O. S. Taylor and OC. W. Nibley, Jr., 
stopped with a family at Oak Grove, 
Westmoreland county, Virginia, where 
they were treated quite cool. Next morn- 
ing before taking their departure the 
Elders asked for a drink of water, which 
was given them by a woman who was 
a Baptist missionary worker., Taking 
their leave, they had not journeyed far 
when both were taken violently ill and 
for about five hours were subjected to 
almost incessant vomiting. Upon recov- 
ering the Elders administered to each 
other, and immediately both felt relieved. 
The Hiders were confident the water 
given them was poisoned, and that noth- 
ing but the hand of the Lord Lelivered 
them from its fatal effects. 

Upon his return from Utah President 
Kimball went direct to Kentucky, where 
he met the Elders in conference capacity 
at Hawesville, Hancock county, Sept. 
14th and 15th. All Elders laboring in 
the state were in attendance. Five public 
and three priesthood meetings were held. 
At the public meetings there was a large 
attendance, who heard the plan of salva- 
tion taught as was laid down by our 
Savior. Through the prayer of faith 
Elders Naylor and Spencer were healed, 


besides several believers were adminis- | 


tered unto with good results. It was a 
2 of great rejoicing among Elders and 
aints. 


On the 21st and 22d insts. the Middle 
Tennessee conference was held at Smyr- 
na, Rutherford county. Four public 
meetings and three -priesthood meetings 
were held. Interesting remarks were 
made by the Elders and much valuable 
President 
Kimball. A very fair and intelligent au- 
dience was in attendance, an excellent 
spirit prevailing throughout the confer- 
ence. 

The person suspected of burning the 
meeting house on Kanawha Two Mile, 
West Virginia, in August, is now a ma- 
niac. Surely swift retribution follows 
the evil doer. 

During the present month the Elders 
have labored with renewed energy and 
with much success. 

General good health prevailed, except 
in the Texas Conference, where several 
of the Elders are still troubled with 
chills. 

October, 1895— 

The warm months having been largely 
devoted to revisiting Saints and friends, 
the Elders are now resuming their la- 
bors with renewed energy and spirit. 
The labors during the summer have been 
very fruitful. Many souls have been 
stirred up to greater diligence and the 
untoward transgressor 
righteous justice. Thus we find new 
branches organized, old ones revived, 
Sunday Schools established and strenu- 
ous efforts being put forth to lead, en- 


courage and direct the Saints in the paths | and fill 


of truth and righteousness. 

On Oct. Ist the Florida Conference 
was established, with James A. West as 
its President. 

Three conferences were held during 
this month. The Hast Tennessee con- 
ference was held at Mr. Westley Bar- 
nett’s, Anderson county, Oct. 12th and 
13th. Four public and several council 
meetings were held; the spirit of the 
Lord was abundantly poured out upon all 
who addressed the conference. A very 


favorable report of the proceedings was 
given by the Anderson County News. 


handled’ with 


The North Alabama conference con- 
vened at Kossuth, Alcorn county, Mis- 
sissippi, Oct. 19th and 20th. The place 
selected being in an isolated and sparse- 
ly settled section, the meetings were not 
largely attended, but those present were 
fed the “Bread of Life” as it fell from 
the lips of the humble servants of the 
Lord. At the council meeting President 
Kimball instructed the Elders with much 
force and earnestness, exhorting them to 
faithfulness, thus inspiring them with re- 
newed energy and zeal. 

On the 26th, 27th and 28th insts. the 
South Carolina conference was held at 
Lake City, Williamsburg county. The 
meetings were held in a spacious 
bowery which had been erected for the 
occasion. They were largely attended, 
some of the Saints and friends having 
traveled a distance of twenty miles in 
order to be present. In this, as in the 
other conferences, the Elders bore their 
testimonies and spoke upon the first 
principles of the Gospel. President Kim- 


‘ball’s remarks were characterized with 


much force and plainness. This confer- 
ence is one of the largest in the mission. 
The labors of the Elders have been very 
successful, one hundred baptisms having 
taken place since the holding of the pre- 
vious conference. 

During October thirty Elders arrived 
from Zion, the largest number that has 
ever yet arrived in one month. 

(To Be Continued.) 


In Maiden Meditation. 


As I sit in my room looking out of the 
window at the violets and lilacs and apple 
blossoms; as the odor of the spring flow- 
ers and the fruit trees in bloom arises 
on the warm spring air and comes in at 
my casement window; as the hum of the 
dusty, yellow, busy bee reaches my ear 
and the silvery twitter of the birds comes 
pouring about me; how like, I think, is 
all the world to our busy human life. 
Those springing flowers, they are like 
children and young people, tender, frag- 
ile, innocent, not yet tried by the storms 
of life; not yet hardened or shriveled by 
the fierce heats, the passion of summer; 
nor ripened by the quiet, dreamy au- 
tumn, nor saddened by early frosts, nor 
chilled by the storms of winter. 

Our minds are like the garden below 
my window. If carefully tilled and 
seeded in the spring time, a divine power 
will cause them to bring forth flowers 
and fruits. If they are not cultivated 
they will be overrun with weeds. 

It is not enou 1 that we simply 
strive to keep n the weeds, without 
planting any — of wholesome fruits 
or 1 flowers; for even if we succeed- 
ed in this, our minds would simply be 
barren—a mental waste —a desert—like 
the alkali flats on the great American 
on or the burning sands of the Saha- 


wit should not be our only duty to sim- 
ply keep out. evil we must plant 
pote seed as well, which are sown only 
y the Good Sower, our Lord and Savior. 
We cannot neglect to sow wheat, for 
the enemy will sow tares. He will come 
in the night, or when we are not — 

our minds with — our men 

soil with thorns and thistl 

Unless our mind is filled with good 
— the enemy will have easy ac- 
and will find a soil ready prepared 


for — 
OAD idle brain is the devil’s work- 


pee or as another proverbial line de- 
‘For Satan finds some mischief 
2010 or idle hands to do.“ 

The enemy of our souls has always the 
pas to put evil into our minds unless 
we have our minds with good. We 
may not wars be able to keep out the 
suggestions the adversary, evil 
ma arise evil prompt 

beckon or urge us to 


wrong, but these things cannot take root 
without our sanction. 
We can drive them away from us. We 
can refuse shelter to these birds of ill 
omen, these seeds of evil. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you,” says the 
a pe And he adds: “Draw nigh unto 
God and He will draw nigh unto you.“ 
This is the secret then; not simply to 
3 evil, but also to do good; not mere“ 
the ae tae don’t, but the positive do; 
— merely the exclusion of evil, but the 
cultivation of ges not =~ living up and 
weeding out of the tares, but the sowing 
and watering of the g so that our 
minds shall — of the 9 filled 
with flowers and good fruits; that it may 
be said of us as the Pro het said of Is- 
rael in olden time: ow goodly are 
97 1 O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 
srael | 
As he valleys are they spread forth, 
as gardens by the rivers side; as_ the 
trees of lign-aloes which the Lord hath 
planted, and as cedar trees beside the 


waters. 
BEN BOLT. 


Abstracts From Correspondence. 

Elder Jas. H. Sullivan, of North Car- 
olina Conference, writes to the Star and 
says that in the spring of 1898 he was 
convinced that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
had been restored to the earth through 
the great Latter-day Prophet, Joseph 
Smith. He says: 

“On March 20th of the same year I 
was baptized by Elder Lewis Swenson, 
and since that time I have greatly re- 
joiced in the cause of truth. In October, 


1899, I was notified that my service was 


needed in the missionary field, and was 
called to labor in Goldsboro, N. C. It was 
here I was set apart for my labor and or- 
dained to the Melchisedek Priesthood by 
Elder Lyman. I was afterwards called 
to labor in Onslow county, in company 
with Elder F. A. Gay. Since that time 
I have seen the promises of the Savior 
fulfilled (Mark 16-17). I have seen the 
sick healed, heard the gift of tongues. 
and interpretations, etc. Therefore I 
feel to bear my testimony to the truth- 
fulness of the Gospel of Christ. I know 
that Joseph Smith was a true Prophet 
of God; that the kingdom which Daniel 
saw (Dan. 2-44) has been set up, never 
more to be thrown down, and that the 
signs are truly following the Latter-day 
Saints.”’ 

Brother J. C. Milsted, of Quitman, 
Miss., writes interestingly of his conver- 
sion to the Mormon faith. He, like 
many others, had preconceived notions 
and ideas of our faith, but unlike many 
of his fellow-Christians he set to work 
to show them wherein they were wrong, 
and, as he thought, pointing out to them 
the better way. He says that it was only 
a matter of a very short time before he 
was convinced to his entire satisfaction 
that the Elders were masters of the sit- 
uation, and that he was as the clay in 
the potter’s hands. The evil spirit at 
first tempted him to rise in open rebel- 
lion, and like many others use brute 
force, but on a second and more sober 
thought knew that the impulse was not 
from a divine source, and banished it 
from his heart. I was invited to go to 
the Scriptures and search out the plan 
of salvation as taught by the Master. 
Like a flash of lightning it burst upon 
me that indeed I had only a dead form, 
holding fast to the letter, but refusing 
the living word. I now made a study of 
the word of God as never before, and 
am pleased to say to all men that the 
Gospel of Christ is upon the earth, with 
all of its gifts and powers and blessings. 
I was baptized on Oct. Ist, 1899, by El- 
der E. R. DeWitt, and am rejoicing 
much in the truth.” 
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By a Non-Mormon. 
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(Continued from page 102.) 


Had the Mormons been Methodists the 
praises sung over their success in Utah 
would have been heard around the world. 
But if they had been Methodists they 
would not have been driven out of the 
United States. Had they been bogus 
Christians they would have been too busy 
sending other people to hell to have ever 
thought of colonizing on a barren desert 
1,000 miles from heretics. ‘The sublime 
industry and heroic achievements of the 
Mormons among the mountains of the 
west have been studiously ignored and 
viciously misrepresented, not because of 
any real or suspected immorality or 
menace to “the American home,” but sim- 
ply and solely because they were heretics 
to other sects. Anti-Mormonism never 


whisky-guzzling government official in 
tah once said to me: “Damn ’em, all ‘e 
rights e Morm’s bez is t’ pa : 


y taxes! 

Fthey don’ like that l'm gitout!” That 
was for years the anti-Mormon spirit 
in Salt Lake City. The struggle was to 
control and tax the Mormons out. 

t, too, was done largely. That is, 
many of the poorer Mormons were forced 
to leave their homes in the city on ac- 
count of increased taxation levied by 
anti-Mormon officials. That old spirit is 
now revived by this new crusade, not be- 
cause of polygamy but because the Mor- 
mons were compelled to take the power to 
cet taxes out of the hands of their ene- 


es. 

A popular impression has been craftily 
created by the anti-Mormons of Utah that 
its priesthood and polygamy are the cause 
of all hostility to Mormonism. The shal- 
lowness of pretense is easily seen 
when you consider that the most vicious 
of anti-Mormons accept the Bible as the 
infalliable word and will of God. Yet the 
Bible teaches priesthood and polygamy. 
Hence priesthood and ——9— cannot 
be the secret of anti-Mormonism. The 
Protestants have been trying for a cen- 
tury to get God into our national con- 
stitution and to make Jesus. Christ the 
ruler of the nation. Catholics and Pro- 
testants outnumber mMormons a thousand 
to one. As long as they believe in the- 
ocracy org cannot quarrel with the Mor- 
mons for holding the same belief. 
if they were afraid the Mormons might 
get into the kingdom ahead of them they 
would become jealous, and jealousy is the 
womb of hate. The ev lical churches 
fought Mormonism from its appearance, 
not because of polygamy and priesthood, 
for there was neither priesthood nor po- 
lygamy in it then, but because it was a 
more enticing faith than their own. Mor- 
monism was running smoothly and 


out of States. When 
a prosperous 
land, adventurers crowded in to make 
tion and riot amo them, but 
found them united against invaders. That 
was put down against them. Yet a 
75 driven into exile five times would be 
diotic not to unite for their own protect- 
ion and, as soon as ~ossible, prepare them- 
selves to refuse to be driven n. en 
their old enemies learned what advance- 
— the * in U 
ey came to sen em on A 
but it was too late. Then ther — 2 


But | ing 


outcry against polygamy. ‘That brought 
in the aid of congress, the destruction of 
the incorporated church and the confisca- 
tion of church property, but did not crush 
Mormonism. A thousand 1 
went to the tentiary, and still Mor- 
monism would not collapse. The Mor- 
mons did not hanker after salvation from 


a hot spell in another life. They were 
too busy. They had hell enough here. 


thei 
0 eir enemi w upon the 

to rescue — a Then » Bona the scheme 
to disfranchise them. Disfranchisement 


was the culmination of forty years of ef- J, 


fort to conquer the Mormons. If this ca- 
lamity should fall the people would be 
at the mercy of unscrupulous legislators 
who would practice the sentiment of him 
who said all the rights the Mormons had 
were to “pay taxes” or “git out.” Be- 
fore this danger the leader yielded and 
declared that to save the people from ruin 
he would take no more plural wives (he 
was then about 90) himself and would 
advise his people to do likewise. That 
was in tember, Two weeks la- 
ter the urch, in conference, a 


the advice of its president that polyga- tha 


mous marriages should cease. 


Then it was seen that the Mormons 
would not abandon their homés—that 
their persecutors should not grow rich up- 
on property the fleeing Saints must sadri- 
fice. ey had conquered by yielding, 
and there no to 
sprung u em. ose W oped to 
erush 4 were forced to ac- 
cept the situation. The old political sta- 
tus disappeared and Mormons and - 
— came er as or re- 
publicans, each party seeking to gain con- 
trol of available public offices. Men who 
had for years studied how they might 
throw i difficulties upon the 
mons were tumbling over each other in 
their eagerness to reach the Mormon 
leaders, to profess their 
and to make known r will 7 
aid the Latter Day Saints by accepting 
office at their han The new love was 
ngage but was it sincere? We shall 
— e Mormons were rejoiced to find 
at last an atmosphere of at seem - 

ve 
ey Geafred. 


peace about them, and 

old enemies offices 
he offices secured, men who were 

ing to “boom Utah“ proceeded to a * 
lessness of “improvement” that increased 
public debt and taxes to an alarming de- 
gree. The M 
with long, sober Then | 
was secured and the Mormons began to 
elect their own more cautious men. The 
new lovers, chiefly office seekers, scen 
defeat. The old snarl appeared. Startled 
politicians appealed to willing ministers 
who —— funds — 7 — out- 
cry agai ormons an gam 
was revived in 1898. 

THE NEW ORUSADE. 
What basis is there for th 


renewed 
fight nst the Mormons? When Wil- 
ford oodruff declared that he would 
advise the people to cease plural mar- 


riage, and when his advice was 

by vote of the church, there were men 
living in Utah who were already in polyg- 
amy. Most of them were old me yet 
there were young and middl men 


tah | who had more than one wife. Al 


the government t amy 


be | bei 


ood in Washi n over 


ted boat with democratic 


far as they could in secrecy. Would they 
be likely to abandon their wives when 
peace had been received? 

To the 5 is one of the 
most sacred of ordinances. It is 
solemnized by a priest in the name of 
God. It is sealed in heaven also and 
is to continue forever. The true Mormon 
cannot ignore claims of his plura) 
wife without being false to his vows ano 
his No esto ot Wilford Wood- 


| ruff, no vote of a conference. could an- 


nul a plural or engage that 
any Mormon should cease to care for his 
plural wives. This fact was as well 
known by every non-Mormon in Utah ip 
1890 as it is today. It was understood 
by every gentile politician, by every rep 
resentative of the government, by every 
minister in Utah t polygamists had 
been all along secretly living with .their 
polygamous wives. knew that this 
would continue, yet all agreed that ne 
further notice should be taken of the 


t understanding 
reached, no — te 
oly, s lived open- 
ly with their wives and. as was expected, 
children were here and there born—in. 
one instance, at least, we hear of “twins.” 
matters stood from the close of 1890 
for seven years. In 1897 we had a semi- 
centennial celebration of the arrivai or 
the pioneer Mormons. In that “jubilee” 
Moi mons and non-Mormons all joined 
ly, inclu the ministers who have 
since become rabid anti-Mormons, includ- 
ing also the editor of the anti- 
per who was so harmonious then that 
* an address when the Brig 


“new civilization. et at that very mo- 
ment he and all non-Mormons in Utah 
knew that those who were in polygamy 
when “the, manifesto” was issued, in 3 
had been living openly with their wives 
for seven years and that children were 

ng in some of the families. No 
objection was 3 I repeat, until the 
Mormons, to 1 e increase of public 
debt, begun to fill important public offices 
with prudent men of their own faith. 
There is no evidence that the church had 
anything to do with this. It was the work 


of men who owned prope and were 
anxious to protect it. That is true is 
seen in su uent political action. A ma- 
jority of the Mormons are democrats. The 
democrats were rapidly 
the state. In the m 


cratic majority of voters. Why? 
cause the republicans ran their canvass 
on the line of the anti-Mormon elections 
of a decade a the tile democrat vo- 
ted the republican ticket. That is, while 
the Mormons have kept the compact 
made when the peo le divided on nation- 
al party lines, the others have 
largely broken it and we have now the 
democratic and republican parties with 
the republican party working as an anti- 
Mormon party largely. The excitement 
e fact that the re- 
ublican Utah postmasters at Provo and 
gan have been all along in the same 
Roberts is amus- 
ing because of the frantic efforts of men to 
show that they did not know that those 
men were old poly and had been 
living with th ves since the “‘mani- 
festo” of 1890. Of course they knew it. 
No man could have lived in Utah since 
1890 without knowing it. From 1890 un- 
til statehood came United States district 
attorney and marshal for Utah knew it 
and yet so generally was it understood 
that the old condition was to be left to 
die of old age that those officers made 
almost no effort to disturb cohabs.“ The 
postmasters in Provo and were 
they were influential re- 


chosen because 3 
publi and their wives did not count 
en. e anxiety over them now is 


that this excitement will defeat the * } 
of the republicans to carry Utah in 


— 
3 _ was no — in = concep- | matter and polygamy shoul left to die 
4 tion of the hereafter. A few might fal- — | — 
3 ter, but the mass stood by their faith, sub- 
did and does not now care for polygamy 
| —it hates the Mormon Church. A mean 
3 ham Young statue was unveiled, who was 
so far inspired by the holy 2 or some 
other spirit (he is more familiar with 
i ber spirits) as to declare in his paper 
5 t the Mormons had founded here the 
= Salt Lake last November the republicans 
elected their ticket over a known demo- 
ing ravidly without original sin, total de- 
pravity and eternal torment as its egy ord 
: theological u.et. Therefore, it was infi- 
delity. Therefore, it must be oy a 
Advocates of the undying * 1 
5 of fire and the endless roast ve the 
througr 
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1900, and when this whole matter is anal- 
yzed it is found that the anti-Mormon 
agtitators of Utah, with one exception, 
are republicans, and the exception is, a 
democrat who, having most earnestly 
fended the Mormons ten years „ was 
not ve by them when they were 
distribu ng political offices. The Cath- 
olics in Utah are democrats and they 
have taken no t in this crusade. But 
the evangelical ministers and sects are 
republican. The Mormons are democra 
largely. The ministers have worked ha 
for years to “save” the Mormons 
and yet have never saved“ one who was: 
en polygamy was given up, eastern 
interests in Utah missions fell, funds 
went low and the wolf was howling in 
the back yard. The politicians who had 
lived for years on salaries as government 
officers or later in state or city offices | 


were in the same “‘fix’’—they had to 
did the first 


raise hell or starve—the 
and, if I am not much mistaken, will do 
the second also or—“ git out.” 


_ (To Be Continued.) 
Florida Conference. 


Written for the Southern Star. 7 

Some two months ago a circular letter 
was sent out by President C. G. Parker 
to the Elders of the Florida Conference, 
notifying them that they would meet in 
the city of Jacksonville in conference 
Feb. 11-12, 1900. Pursuant to instruc- 
tions in this letter, the metropolis of: the 
Land of Flowers” had for special guests 
in her hotels Saturday night, Feb. 10th, 
forty-four servants of God. The Elders 
entered the city in good health and high 
spirits. | 

Arrangements. 

President C. G. Parker and his first 
counselor, George W. Skidmore, entered’ 
the city Feb. Ist for the purpose of rent: 
ing a hall and making arrangements 
with hotels. In order that the flames of 
public prejudice might not be fanned by 
that class of people who disregard the 
heavenly injunction, “Prove all things,“ 
the public was kept oblivious of our pur- 
poses ufitil Saturday evening, Feb. 10th, 
when handbills were scattered through 
the entire city. After making arrange- 
ments with hotels they secured the use 
of the Park Opera’ House, also having 
2,000 attractive hand-bills printed. The 
two leading newspapers, “Fhe Florida 
Times-Union and Citizen“ and “The 
Metropolis,“ were paid to advertise our 
meetings through their columns, but 
were forced by public opinion to break 
their contract, not having backbone 
enough to stand for the right by keeping 
their word of honor in the face of public, 
opposition. 
Morning Session—Sunday, Feb, 11th, 

1900 


. . Eleven o’clock was the hour appointed 

to meet in the morning service. Before 
the hour arrived the forty-four Elders 
were seated in a circle on the stage. They 
were anxiously waiting for President 
Rich to put in his appearance. The par- 
quet was now filling up with people: 
about fifty Saints seated themselves near 
the stage. When the short hand on the 
clock pointed to 11 meeting was called 
to order by President C. G. Parker, who 
made a few introductory remarks, stat- 
ing the object of our visit to the metrop- 
olis. He also made mention of President 
Rich’s delay, stating taat he would in 
all probability arrive on the 2 o’clock 
train. The fifteen selected singers then 
sang “Beautiful Day of Rest,” after 
which the invocation was offered by El- 
der G. W. Williams. The hymn, “When 
shall we meet the dear Savior above.” 
was next rendered. President C. G. 
Parker then announced the receipt of a 


telegram from President Rich, which 


stated that the train was delayed and he 
would arrive about 2:30 p.m. 

Elder E. L. Pomeroy was then intro- 
duced as the first speaker. He spoke at 
some length on the unchangeableness of 
the Gospel, bearing testimony that the 
Gospel of Christ was the power of God 
unto salvation. Following Elder Pom- 
eroy’s remarks a quartette was rendered 
by Elders Parker, Sutherland, Busham 


and Lindberg. Elder N. U. S. C. Jenson 


was introduced as the next speaker. He 
discoursed nearly an hour on the neces- 
sity of continuous revelation. “‘O, my 
Father,“ was sung by the choir, after 
which the benediction was offered. 


Afternoon Session—2:30 P. M. 


President Ben E. Rich and Counselor 
L. R. Anderson arrived on the 2 o’clock 
train. In a very few minutes after 
alighting from the cars they were on the 
stage of the Park Opera House, shaking 
hands with the Elders. Promptly at 
2:30 meeting was called to order by 
President C. G. Parker. A fair and 
representative congregation was present. 
After opening exercises President Ben 
E. Rich arose and spoke on persecution. 
He spoke to the point and made plain 
the fact that persecution was a heritage 
of the Saints of God; and that it was a 
distinguishing characteristic of those 


whom God had chosen out of the world. 


President Rich was followed by Coun- 
selor L. R. Anderson, who spoke on the 
loyalty of the Latter-day Saints, citing 
as proofs such incidents as the ready re- 
sponse of President Young to the call of 
the chief executive of the nation in the 
days of the war with Mexico—the un- 
furling to the breeze of the stars and 
stripes on Mexican soil, 2,000 miles away 
from civilization. 

Singing, Praise to the man,“ etc. 

Benediction was offered by President 
Ben Rich. 

Evening Session—7:30 P.M. 


When the hour of commencing arrived 
the parquette of the Opera House was 
nearly filled, and people were still com- 
ing in. Meeting was called to order 
promptly at the hour appointed by Pres- 
ident Parker. After the opening exer- 
eises President Rich quietly arose and 
stepped to a table standing on the center 
of the stage. In an unassuming manner 
he introduced his subject by reading 
Gal. 1:8 and 2 John 9:10. Having read 
this Scripture he stepped out a little 
nearer the front of the stage and entered 
into a detailed elucidation of the first 
four principles of the Gospel. The audi- 
ence remained silent until the speaker 
made reference to the mode of baptism. 
At this juncture a number showed, by 
withdrawing, that they belonged to the 
class of which Paul wrote: “The time 
will come when-they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts 
will they heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears.“ After the speaker 
had shown what one must do to be saved 
—quoting Acts 2:38—he cited the condi- 
tion of Christendom as proof that the 
world was not abiding in the doctrine of 


Christ. In alluding to the departure of 


Christendom from the Gospel annunci- 
ated by the Master, the President made 
reference to preaching for hire. He said 
Peter and Paul’s way of preaching was 
out of fashion now. Eternal punishment 
was dwelt upon at some length. The 
speaker said that'the “Big Hell,” “Big 
Heaven” doctrine was responsible, to a 
great extent, for infidelity. At times, 
while the President was defending the 
justice of God by making plain the fact 
that all mankind would be judged accord- 
ing to their works, people in the andi- 
ence could be heard to say: That's 


for our Savior was condemned 


so.“ He concluded his convincing and 
eloquent discourse by inviting the public 
to investigate the tenets of the Latter- 
day Saints, saying “there is more in 
Mormonism than you think.” | 

Singing, We thank Thee, O God, for 
a Prophet.” 

Benediction, Elder L. R. Anderson. 

When the house was cleared the Elders 
were callea to order on the stage by 
President Rich. The release of Presi- 
dent C. G. Parker was announced. Pres- 
ident Ben E. Rich said, in allusion to 
President Parker’s work: “it. the 
church can be as well satisfied with my 
labors when I am released as I am with 
President Parker’s, I will be satisfied.” 
Elder George W. Skidmore was then ap- 
pointed to succeed President Parker. 


Priesthood Meeting. 
At. 9 o’clock Monday morning, Feb. 


12th, the Elders, with President Rich, 


Counselor Anderson and a few Saints, 
met at the Opera House in council meet- 
ing. After a quartette was rendered by 
Elders Parker, Bushman, Sutherland 
and Lindburg, prayer was offered by 
President Parker. After each Elder had 
been questioned by President Rich rela- 
tive to his feelings, etc., President Park- 
er made a few remarks relative to his 
labors in the Florida Conference. Elder 
H. L. Wester, of Sanderson, Fla., next 
expressed himself as feeling well in the 
Gospel, being followed by Thomas Ca- 
nova, of Valdosta, Ga., who also felt 
well. President Rich then arose and 
spoke in power, making reference to 
many special duties of the itinerant El- 
der; urged faithfulness, purity and in- 
tegrity. Before the close of meeting the 
names of Sister Andrews, of Jackson- 
ville, and Elder A. C. Jacobson were 
presented to the conference to be prayed 
for. President Rich offered the closing 
prayer, making mention of these two 
names. At 2 o’clock the Elders received 
their assignments to field of labor. 


Conclusion. 


This conference was the most success- 
ful of any held of late years in Florida, 
and President Rich complimented the 
Elders on their arrangements. 
great deal of prejudice has been 
allayed. I have been in the city 
several days since conference and have 
met with several people that were in at- 
tendance Sunday night, and they say 
they have never heard anything like it 


in their lives, being much pleased with 


the services. 
N. U. S. C. JENSON, 
Clerk of Conference. 


South Carolina Conference. 

The South Carolina Conference con- 
vened at Columbia Saturday and Sunday, 
February 3d and 4th, in what is known 
as the Krentzlin Hall on Main street. 


Those attending the meetings enjoyed the 
services very much, notwithstanding their 


disappointment in not having Pres. Ben. 


E. Rich present, he being called to Ohio 


on business. The first public meeting was 
held Saturday night being well attended. 
Pres. Sylvester Low called the meeting to 
order and after the opening exercises in- 
troduced Pres. L. R. Anderson as first 
speaker. Elder Anderson said that Mor- 
monism, so called, is no idle dream, but 
the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, that we 
should not judge a thing before hearing it, 
by the peo- 
ple because they did not understand. nor 
would they listen to reason. In closing 
he would state that the Bible contains no 
record of the. gifts and blessings enjoyed 
by the ancient saints, being done away, 
but bore a strong testimony to the signs 
and blessings being enjoyed today. 

Elder Opensl- uw was the next speaker 
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